
Edwin Franklin Burkert, M.D. Medical College of Ohio, Cin¬
cinnati, 1884; of Dayton, 0.; died in the Dayton State Hos¬
pital, Sept. 21, 1910, from acute confusional insanity, aged 53.
Daniel C. Badgeley (license, years of practice, West Vir¬

ginia); a practitioner of Simpson for more than a quarter of
a century; died at his home, March 5, from cancer, aged 80.
Brewerton Munro Lebby, M.D. Medical College of the State

of South Carolina, Charleston, 1860; died at his home in
Sumter, S. C, Sept. 4, 1910, from laryngitis, aged 77.
Flirm Browning B. Ilderton, M.D. Medical College of the State

of South Carolina, Charleston, 1881; died at his home in Sum
merville, S. C, Dec. 13, 1910, from pneumonia, aged 56.
Samuel Hamilton Frazer, M.D. Eclectic Medical College of

the City of New York, 1879; formerly of Newark, N. J.;
died in Saratoga Springs, N. Y., February 24, aged 67.
Samuel Mauffette, M.D. Laval University, Montreal, 1903,

of Montreal, died in the Hôtel Dieu, Montreal, in October,
1910, from the effects of gunshot injury, aged 32.
Charles Sedgewick Rounsevel, M.D. Hahnemann Medical Col¬

lege, Philadelphia, 1882; died at his home in Nashua, N. H.,
Nov. 7, 1910, after a surgical operation, aged 71.
Emily Pardee-Disbrow, M.D. New York Medical College and

Hospital for Women, New York City, 1875; died at her home
in South Norwalk, Conn., Nov. 30, 1910, aged 07.
David W. Jones, M.D. Eclectic Medical College of Pennsyl¬

vania, Philadelphia, 1870; of Hagerstown, Md.; died at the
Bellevue Home, in that city, March 4, aged 84.
Martin H. Cassell, M.D. Jefferson Medical College, 1868; a

veteran of the Civil War; died in his apartments in Daven¬
port, la., March 18, from heart disease, aged 65.
Millard F. Brown, M.D. Indiana Medical College, Indian¬

apolis, 1873; an early resident of the town of Lenox, la.; died
at his home in that city, March 2, aged 61.
John Wesley Filkins, M.D. Northwestern University Medical

School, Chicago, 1866; of Seattle, Wash.; died in the Pasa¬
dena (Cal.) Hospital, March 7, aged 62.
Foster Fish Robinson, M.D. Kentucky School of Medicine,

Louisville, 1877; died at his home in St. Louis, January 10,
from valvular heart disease, aged 58.
B. Blastus Robison, M.D. Tulane University, New Orleans,

1892; died at his home in Godley, Tex., June 4, 1910, from
cancer of the stomach, aged 45.
George Adelbert Walters, M.D. Rush Medical College, 1895;

died at his home in Wesley, la., March 14, from diabetes com¬

plicated by pneumonia, aged 40.
Linn Henry Corey, M.D. University of Vermont, Burlington,

1905; died at his home in Woodstock, Vt., Nov. 27, 1910, from
intestinal tuberculosis, aged 32.
Orpha Desiah Baldwin Bruce, M.D. Boston University School

of Medicine, 1885; died at her home in Tampa, Fia., Dec. 10,
1910, from anemia, aged 59.
Reuben C. Hoover, M.D. Pennsylvania Medical College, Get¬

tysburg, 1843; died at his home in Osborn, O., March 19, from
cancer of the face, aged 89.
George W. Andrews, M.D. Western Reserve University,

Cleveland, 1875; died at his home in Ramsey, 111., March 10,
from pneumonia, aged 59.
Maurice John Wiltse, M.D. University of Vermont, Burling¬

ton, 1898; died at his home in Burlington, March 2, from loco¬
motor ataxia, aged 46.

John William Barry, M.D. Eclectic Medical Institute, Cin¬
cinnati, 1879; died at his home in Springfield, O., Nov. 3, 1910,
from nephritis, aged 64.
John 0'Ferrall, M.D. Cincinnati College of Medicine and Sur¬

gery, 1863; died at his home in Danville, 111., March 7, from
nephritis, aged 74.
Francis Sterling Mudd, M.D. Tulane University, New

Orleans, 1883; died at his home in Lafayette, La., Oct. 29,
1910, aged 81.
Frederick W. Dantzler, M.D. South Carolina; died at his

home near Holly Hill, June 15, 1910, from cirrhosis of the
liver, aged 64.

Joseph T. Miller, M.D. Jefferson Medical College, 1871; died
at his home in Hartford, Ky., March 11, from pneumonia,
aged 71.
Lonzo F. Brown, M.D. Medical College of Indiana, Indian¬

apolis, 1879; of Alamo; died in Indianapolis in November,
1910, aged 58.

Association News
THE LOS ANGELES SESSION

Mountain and Seaside Hotel Accommodations Available
Dr. H. Bert Ellis, Chairman of the Committee on Arrange-

ments, writes that, in addition to the hotel accommodations
already announced for the Los Angeles session, those who may
desire to stay either at the seashore or near the mountains
will be given special rates at the Hotel Maryland at Pasadena,
and the Hotel Virginia at Long Beach.
The Maryland is situated in Pasadena, 9 miles from Los

Angeles. It is a first-class, homelike place and special rates
have been made which include transportation, both ways, via
the electric lines, between Pasadena and Los Angeles. Trains
run every ten minutes.
The Hotel Virginia is a fire-proof, first-class, modern hotel,

directly on the beach at Long Beach, and is reached from Los
Angeles via the Pacific Electric Lines by trains every twenty
minutes. The run takes forty minutes.
Members and their families and friends will find either of

these cities very delightful places to stay during the meeting,
and with the excellent train service no inconvenience will be
experienced in reaching the meetings. Accommodations should
be arranged for in advance.

THE SCIENTIFIC EXHIBIT
The Outlook for this Important Feature at the Los Angeles

Meeting
The remoteness of the meeting place has been in no sense

discouraging to the prospect for the Scientific Exhibit, at the
coming session of the Association. In this as in other phases
of the prospective meeting, the western men are alert to their
obligations, having already assured liberal contributions. Dr.
Stanley P. Black, Los Angeles, and Dr. William Ophiils, San
Francisco, are looking after prospective exhibits from the
coast region. The middle west has also promised commendable
patronage. Dr. William A. Evans, Chairman of the Section on

Preventive Medicine and Public Health, is seeking to do what
we have striven at different times to persuade chairmen of
sections to undertake, viz.: to coordinate the work of the sec¬

tions with that of the exhibit. They should supplement each
other.
A common fallacy in the minds of those who might exhibit,

is the impression that only large collections are desired. The
small research exhibit to which the gold medal was awarded
last year, was offered at a late hour, with a modest apology
and request that it be given a little corner somewhere. Insti¬
tution and society collections must necessarily occupy the
most prominent place in the Scientific Exhibit, but the small
individual exhibit is also important. The committee is very
anxious to encourage the latter.
Certificates of honor will be given to a few of the exhibits

having superior merit. Medals and cash awards will be offered
as detailed below.

1. Gold medal for best research exhibit dealing with any
problem in the fundamental medical sciences.

2. Gold medal for the best exhibit on the basis of general
excellence, from the standpoints of care in preparation,
completeness and instructiveness.

3. Cash award of $100 for the best series of not less than
six original cartoons dealing with any or all of the
following health problems.
(a) Insects in the causation of disease.
(b) Beneficent effects of vivisection.
(e) Pure food, and adulterated or contaminated foods.

The Committee on Scientific Exhibit reserves the right to
purchase any of the cartoons offered in competition, at the
rate of $10 each.
Those cartoons on which the award is made, become the

property of the Scientific Exhibit. Other cartoons will be
returned, if so desired, to the artists submitting them.

Frank B. Wynn, M.D., Indianapolis,
Director of the Scientific Exhibit, American Medical Assn.
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The Committee on a National Department of Health
President Welch has appointed the following as the Com¬

mittee on a National Department of Health:
Dr. Herman M.~ Biggs, New York City.
Dr. S. G. Dixon, Harrisburg, l'a.
Dr. W. A. Evans, Chicago.
Dr. J N. Hurty, Indianapolis.
Dr. .1. N. McCormack, Bowling Green, Ky.
Dr. II. P. VValcott, Cambridge, Mass.
Dr. William C. Woodward, Washington, D. C.

Dr. Welch, by action of the House of Delegates, is also a
member of the committee.
A preliminary meeting of the committee was held at New

York on March 25, and an organization effected by electing Dr.
Welch, chairman, and Dr. Woodward, secretary. After the
discussion of some preliminary matters, the committee ad¬
journed to meet in the building of the New York City Health
Department, at 10:30 a. in., Saturday, April 1.

"The Propaganda for Reform"
In This Department Appear Reports of the Council
on Pharmacy and Chemistry and of the Association
Laboratory, Together with Other Matter Tending
to Aid Intelligent Prescribing and to Oppose
Medical Fraud on the Public and on the Profession.

DR. BERTHA C. DAY

A Mail-Order Medical Faker Specializing on the Diseases of
Women

A study of the multitude of mail-order medical fakes makes

plain one fact : Few of such concerns are owned by the renegade
physicians whose names adorn the stationery of the companies.
Most companies of this kind are organized and capitalized
by shrewd—and often unscrupulous—business men. These
companies are run solely and only for profit; the health or

well-being of the victim who seeks their aid is a matter of
indifference. It is not the state of the patient's health that
concerns these harpies, but the condition of his pocketbook;
it is not his sufferings they seek to relieve him of, but his
money. The business is a commercial one; pills and tablets
bought by the million from pharmaceutical houses; form let¬
ters skilfully designed to imitate either hand-writing or type¬
writing; testimonials; lists of names of "easy marks" pur¬
chased from letter brokers; unscrupulous physicians whose
incompetency has made them failures in the honorable prac¬
tice of medicine and who are willing to sell their birthright
of professional honor for a miserable mess of pottage—these
are the stock in trade of mail-order medical fakers.
In Fort Wayne, Ind., there are two mail-order medical con¬

cerns said to be doing a large and profitable business, and to
be owned and operated by one William C. Griffin, a dealer in
teas, coffees, etc. These are the J. W. Kidd Co., which "treats"
anything from consumption to corns and the Dr. Bertha C.
Day Co., which makes a "specialty" of "diseases of women."
There is another "diseases of women" mail-order fake in the
same town run by a Dr. Luella McKinley Derbyshire. It is
said that the Derbyshire concern used to be owned by Griffin,
but was purchased by Dr. Derbyshire about 1903. From a

business standpoint, it seems rather unkind for Griffin to sell
out a "female specialist" mail-order business and later start
a competitive house. In 1906, Dr. Derbyshire was arraigned
in the Federal courts on the charge of sending obscene matter,
in the form of consultation blanks, through the mails. Her
defense was, according to the papers, that the blanks were

the same as those which had been used by Griffin for some

years before she purchased the business from him, and that
she "understood that a competent lawyer had gone over the
blanks and found that there was nothing unmailable in them."
Dr. Derbyshire's methods of doing business are practically
identical with those of Dr. Day, and her diagnoses are just as
fraudulent and worthless. In a later article, we may give
some space to the Derbyshire concern and also to the Kidd
branch of Griffin's quackery.

DR. BERTHA C. DAY COMPANY

Dr. Bertha C. Day is the stool-pigeon for Wm. M. Griffin
in operating a mail-order medical treatment for the "diseases
of women." The Bertha C. Day concern advertises in those
cheap and nasty magazines that are the sheet-anchor of the
adver using medical faker; it also has an occasional advertise¬
ment in the less particular newspapers ( Fig. 1 ). Bertha o.

Day advertises that she is "a woman—a wife—a mother—a
successful physician—a specialist on diseases of women." She
puts great stress on her "long and varied experience." In a
booklet entitled, "Diseases of Women and The Home Medical
Guide" (Fig. 2), which she sends to those who answer the
advertisement and which she claims to have written, we read :

"Her vast experience as a physician is only one of the qualifica¬tions she possesses
. .

."
"Her training and vast experience as a physician enables her to

do more for suffering women than any woman can who is not a
physician .

.

."
"During several years of active life as a general practitioner

she acquired a vast amount of valuable experience that very few
ever possess . . ." [Italics ours.—Ed.]
These quotations—from a book written in 1909—naturally

give the reader the impression that Dr. Bertha C. Day has
been in practice for several years. As a matter of fact, Dr.
Day graduated from the Detroit Homeopathic College in 1907
and was licensed to practice in 1908! This would indicate
that however "varied" her experience may have been, it could
scarcely, with truth, be called long. As the "Bertha C. Day
Company" was chartered in 1908—the year that. Bertha C.
Day received her license to practice medicine—her "vast exper¬
ience" has evidently been confined to treating people she has
never seen, by means of tablets bought in million lots and pre¬
scribed on diagnoses that are both worthless and fraudulent.

THE METHODS EMPLOYED

An individual, whom we may call Mrs. X, seeing one of
Bertha C. Day's advertisements, wrote for particulars about
the methods of "treatment." By return mail she received a
form letter in which the date and her name were filled in by
means of a typewriter. The letter stated among other things:
"Before preparing the treatment for you. however, it will be

necessary for me to have a more thorough understanding of your
case. I am, therefore, inclosing herewith a Symptom Blank, which
I will be pleased to have you fill out and return to me."
The "Symptom Blank" consisted of a number of questions

to be answered. There was also a list of diseases and symp¬
toms, and the patient was instructed to "draw a line under
any of the following diseases or symptoms you have." Accord¬
ingly, Mrs. X underscored the following:

"LEUCOHKHEA"
"CONSTIPATION"
"PAINFUL PERIODS"
"FEMALE TROUBLE"
On sending this in to Dr. Day, form letter No. 2 came back,

containing among many other things, the statement:
"A careful diagnosis of your case shows you have Vaginitis, Con¬

stipation, Painful Menstruation and Female Weakness."
The words we have put in italics had been filled in by means

of a typewriter, having the same style and size of type and
the same color ink as that used in printing the rest of the
letter. How much skill and "vast experience" was necessary
to make such a diagnosis from the symptom blank? The
facts are, the "careful diagnosis" showed that Mrs. X was

suffering from the very complaints that she had told Dr. Day
she was suffering from. In other words, Mrs. X diagnosed
her own case. In the same form letter Mrs. X was told:
"I have mailed you a copy of my book, 'Diseases of Women and

Home Medical Guide.' Be sure to read the description of your
condition on Pages 86, 32, 58, 21 and 25-1,1."

THE FREE AND SPECIAL TREATMENTS

Here again, the figures we are italicizing were the only part
of the paragraph that had been typewritten; the rest was

printed. The same mail that brought this letter also brought
a "free trial treatment," supposed to last three days and also
a "special treatment" for which she had not asked. Mrs. X
was told :
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